
Figure F-7

Tenmile

RMA Boundary

Note: The landward boundaries of this RMA do not extend beyond 

the mean high tide line. Federal lands located within the Ocean Shore,

but landward of the mean high tide are not part of the covered lands 

and are the responsibility of the Federal landowner.
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Figure F-8

Coos Bay North Spit

RMA Boundary

Note: The landward boundaries of this RMA do not extend beyond 

the mean high tide line. Federal lands located within the Ocean Shore,

but landward of the mean high tide are not part of the covered lands 

and are the responsibility of the Federal landowner.
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Appendix F 
 

 August 2009 F-23 

Predator management activities have been occurring since 2002.  From 1990 through 
2004, 263 snowy plover chicks have fledged from this site.  This RMA and lands 
adjacent is are an important wintering and breeding areas for snowy plover. 

This beach is open to street legal vehicle driving only, but is closed during the 
breeding season.  There is illegal ATV use on this beach.  Recreation use here is low, 
but higher than other RMAs due to its close proximity to Coos Bay/North 
Bend/Charleston.  The area is a popular surfing site.   

New River – Occupied (Coos and Curry Counties) 
This RMA is owned by Coos County, Curry County, BLM, and private individuals 
and is adjacent to land owned by BLM. It and  encompasses 8.75 miles (figure F-9).   

This RMA and adjacent land is a significant snowy plover production area.  Between 
1990 and 2007, 166 chicks fledged here due, in part, to the habitat restoration work 
accomplished by the BLM.  The BLM has restored approximately 160 acres of 
habitat since 1998. 

In the past, snowy plovers nested at Floras Lake.  However, recent strong winter 
storms have reshaped the beach, and snowy plovers have not successfully nested at 
this are since 2000.  In 2003, the BLM, OPRD, and Curry County have entered into a 
cooperative management agreement whereby BLM’s property in front of Floras Lake 
would remain open to recreation.  However, Curry County’s property to the north 
(approximately 0.5 miles of ocean shore) would be subject to seasonal dry sand 
restrictions and symbolic fencing installation.  

Elk River Spit – Unoccupied (Curry County) 
This RMA is in private ownership and encompasses 2.27 miles of the ocean shore.  
(figure F-10)  There is no formal record of snowy plover use at this RMA.  The beach 
at Elk River is flat, but narrow, and backed by solid European beachgrass on tall 
foredunes (15+), which exist behind the river.  Some habitat restoration work is 
needed at this RMA.  The Elk River spit area has lots of driftwood, with some 
removal needed on an annual basis, as necessary.   

Three of the private landowners and the FWS are working on an agreement whereby 
the landowners will either sell fee title or allow a conservation easement to be placed 
on this RMA (dry sand portion).  The FWS has received a grant to purchase the 
conservation easement, which will be held by a land trust.   Over a two year period, 
in 2006 and 2007, approximately 10 acres of coastal dune was restored on the Elk 
River Spit.  European beach grass was removed and the foredune was lowered to 19 
feet in elevation to allow for wave overwash during winter storm events.  Overwash 
restores and maintains coastal dune processes by reshaping the foredune and 
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eliminating non-native vegetation.  Restoration will continue in 2008, focusing on 
adjacent dune to the north of the restored area.  A minimum of 10 more acres will be 
treated. 

The area is open to driving (street vehicles) year round, with public access from 
Paradise Point to the south and Cape Blanco State Park to the north.  There is illegal 
ATV/OHV use on this beach, generally south of the RMA.  This area is used heavily 
in late fall for salmon fishing.  Driftwood removal occurs frequently along this beach.   

Euchre Creek – Unoccupied (Curry County) 
This RMA is privately owned, and encompasses 1.13 miles of the ocean shore 
(figure F-11).  Snowy plover have not been observed at this site since 1989, when 
one nest was observed.  The habitat at this RMA is good, with a wide flat beach 
especially at the mouth of the Euchre Creek, which   currently bisects the RMA. 

The RMA is closed to driving (street and OHV/ATVs); however, further south the 
beach is open to driving (street vehicles only).  Recreation use at this site is low.  
Access is fairly limited, and occurs primarily from highway pull-off areas.   

 



Figure F-9

New River

RMA Boundary

Note: The landward boundaries of this RMA do not extend beyond 

the mean high tide line. Federal lands located within the Ocean Shore,

but landward of the mean high tide are not part of the covered lands 

and are the responsibility of the Federal landowner.
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Figure F-10
Elk River Spit

RMA Boundary
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Figure F-11
Euchre Creek

RMA Boundary
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